CS3210F
Ancient Greek Religion

Syllabus
Fall 2024

Instructor: Dr. Gino Canlas
Department of Classical Studies
University of Western Ontario
Office Hours: MTh 2 pm or by appointment



Ingtructor

My nameisDr. Gino Canlasand | am anew professor at Western. Please call me Gino. | have been a
field archaeologst in Greece since 2009. | specializein the archaeology of Greek sanctuariesfromthe
Archaictothe Hellenistic periods. | work predominantly in the region of Thessaly where | will be
gartinganew archaeological field schoool for Western. Please feel freeto email me or cometo my
officewith any questionsabout the course or the Classical World in general.

Course Description

Technically speaking, there was not one single, unified system called “Greek religion” but a spectrum
of diverse but related belief sysemsand practices, without a core doctrine, acanon of sacred texts, a
professional clergy, or acentral authority. The Greeksdid not even have an all-encompassing
equivalent for our modern word “religon”. In thisclass, we will study what we know about what we
cal “Greek religion” and how we know it, focusng on the Archaic to the Hellenistic periods (750 — 30
BO). In thisclass, we will sudy the Greek relationshipswith the divine, their rituals, practices,
fegtivals, sacred stes, and the roles played by all of thesein ancient Greek society.

Course Objectives
By the end of the course, successful studentswill:

D) Haveacquired asrongfoundational knowledge of the diversity of Greek religious beliefsand
practices.

2) Befamiliar with therolesof “religion” in ancient Greek society.

3 Acquireacomprehensive understanding of the textual and material evidence for Greek
religion and be ableto anayze these materials.

4) Beconversant in the modern discourse on theory in religious studiesand itsapplication to
ancient Greece.

Readings

W. Burkert, Greek Religion (2™ ed.)

J Kindt and E BEdinow, Oxford Hanadbook to Ancent Greek Religion (available asan eBook in the
library)

Any other readingswill be posted on OWL.

Evaluation

Midterm B% October 11

Fnal Exam 20% To be scheduled by the university
Annotated Bibliography 0% September 27

ChatGPT Assgnment 0% October 28

Deity Diary 5% November 29

Term Paper 0% December 6



Midterms

There will will be one 45-minute in-classexam for this course on October Ilworth 5%. It will mostly
be definition and identification questionsto test your understanding of the terminology and main
themes of what we have covered in the course up to that point. Therewill not be any essay questions
and therewill be no surprisesin termsof questions.

Hnal Exam

Therewill be afinal exam to be scheduled by the university in December. It isonly worth 20%. It will
contain definition and identification questions, smilar to the midterm; thissection will not be
cumulative. There will also be an essay quegtion, for which you will have a choice between severd
topics. The essay section will be cumulative and ismeant to test you on the broader themesof the
course.

Term Paper

Sudentswill write a 15- to 18-page argumentative paper (not includingthe bibliography) on atopic of
their choosing. Thiswill be the most important thingyou doin the course all term. The paper isduein
my email inbox on December 6, 2024 at 1159 pm. Sudentswill be expected to come up with and
propose atopicin Sgptember and work on the paper gradually until the end of term. The professor
will offer guidance on the paper throughout the term. More information on the paper isposted will be
posted on OWL.

Annotated Bibliography

Sudentswill write an annotated bibliography on the top five modern scholarly sourcesthey will be
usingfor their term paper. Each bibliographic entry should have a 100-word (maximum not
minimum!) description (in point form) detailingwhat the book/article/ chapter/ isabout and why this
will beimportant to your research. These are duein my email inbox at 159 pm on September 27.
Moreinformation will be given in classand posted on OWL.

Deity Diary

Choosinga Greek or Roman deity, you will be asked to answer questionsasyour deity would be likely
to answer them. The questionswill be posted roughly every week, and you will ‘log your answers,
handingthem in asasngle assgnment on November 29. You may use any style you like: formal,
colloquial, satirical, emotional, academic, analytical, interview-style, physical, digital, etc. You may
submit them in any format that you like aswell. They can bein the form of adiary, aseriesof TikToks,
Instagram account, anewspaper, or some other creative project.

ChatGPT Assgnment

Thisassgnment will be an analytical and reflective exercise on the use of Artificial Intelligence. Fick a
topicrelated to your term paper and ask it asaprompt on ChatGPT. After the program givesyou an
answer, your job will beto correct and edit ChatGPT'sresponse and reflect on how the answer could
have been better. Theseinclude what iscorrect or incorrect, what they should look up elsewhereto



verify, etc. Your write up should be 2-3 pages max. You will also need to submit screenshots of your
prompt and ChatGPT’s answer. More details will be given in class and posted on OWL

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Attendance Policy

It isimperative that each sudent attend every class, taking good notesfrom the lecturesand
discussons. If you missaclass, it will be your responghbility to get caught up on what you missed. The
professor will not provide lecture notesto sudents. The Powerpointsfrom each classwill be posted
before the next class. These didesdo not include all the information covered in classand are not a
substitute for attending class. You cannot get an A from just the powerpointsand thereadings. |
regularly offer indght on the sourcesthat do not appear in your powerpointsand assgned readings.

Although | will not be grading you on participation, sudentsare expected to be enagaged in the class
during classroom lectures, discussions, and activities. / donat mind being interrupted. Please fedl free
to ask questionsat any time duringthe lecture.

Late Policy

Late assgnmentswill be deducted 2.5% per calendar day late, including weekends. | will not accept
assgnmentsmore than two weekslate unless you have made special arrangementswith the professor
or theuniversty.

Email Policy

| aim to respond to student emailswithin two working days. That meansan email sent to me on
Friday afternoon may not receive areply until Tuesday afternoon. If you have received no reply after
two working days, please send me an email or find mein my office. | will, furthermore, not respond
to emailsconcerning ass gnmentsin the 24 hoursbefore an assignment isdue. Exceptionswill only
be made in case of emergency. Please include “CS3210F in the subject headings of your email so that
it iseader for metofind in the event your email getslost in my inbox.

Recording Policy

Audio or video recording, digital or otherwise, of lecturesor any other teachingenvironment by
studentsisallowed only with prior written consent of the professor or asa part of an approved
accommodation plan. Sudent or ingtructor content, digital or otherwise, created and/or used within
the context of the courseisto be used solely for personal study, and isnot to be used or distributed for
any other purposewithout prior written consent from the content creator.

Disclaimer
Any typographical errorsin thissyllabusare subject to change and will be announced in classand
posted on OWL.

UNIVERISTY POLICIES



Note from the Dean of Artsand Humanities

You are reponsible for ensuringthat you have successfully completed all course prerequisitesand
that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisitesmay not be used asbass of
appedl. If you are not eligible for acourse, you may be removed from it at any time, and you will
receive no adjusment to your fees. These decisons cannot be appealed.

Assessmentsworth 10% or more of the overall coursegrade:
For work totaling 10% or more of the final course grade, you must provide valid medical or supporting
documentation to the Academic Counselling Office of your Faculty of Registration assoon aspossible.

For further information, please consult the University'smedical illnesspolicy at
https//www.uwo.ca/ univsec/ pdf/ academic _policies appeals/ accommodation_medical.pdf

The Sudent Medical Certificateisavailable at
https://www.uwo.ca/ univsed/ pdf/ academic policies appeals’ medicalform.pdf

Absencesfrom Final Examinations

If you missthe Final Exam, please contact the Academic Counselling office of your Faculty of
Registration assoon asyou are ableto do so. They will assessyour digibility to write the Soecia
Examination (the name given by the University to amakeup Fnal Exam). You may also be eligibleto
write the Soecial Exam if you arein a“Multiple Exam Stuation” (e.g., more than 2 examsin 23-hour
period, more than 3examsin a47-hour period).

ReligiousAccommodation

When acourse requirement conflictswith areligious holiday that requiresan absence fromthe
University or prohibitscertain activities, sudents should request accommodation for their absencein
writing at least two weeksprior to the holiday to the courseingructor and/or the Academic
Counsdlling office of their Faculty of Registration. Please consult University'slist of recognized
religious holidays (updated annually) at
https//multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo.

Accommaodation Policies

Sudentswith disabilitiesare encouraged to contact Accessible Education, which provides
recommendationsfor accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and
cognitive testing. The policy on Academic Accommodation for Sudentswith Disabilitiescan be
found at:

https.//www.uwo.ca/ univsec/ pdf/ academic _policies/ appeals/ Academi c%20Accommodation_disabili

tiespdf

Academic Offences


https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf

Sholagtic offences are taken serioudy and studentsare directed to read the appropriate policy,
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf.

Academic Counselling

Your Home Faculty's Academic Counselling or Academic Advising Office will support or refer
whenever you have an issuethat isaffectingyour sudies, includinginformation on adding/dropping
courses, academic consderationsfor absences, appeals, exam conflicts, and many other academic
related matters. Do not hesitate to reach out to them if you are struggling and unsure whereto go for
help. Contact info for all Facultiesishere:

https//regstrar.uwo.calfaculty academic counsellinghtml

Mental Health Support
Sudentswho arein emotional/mental distressshould refer to Mental Health@/\Vestern
(https//uwo.calhealth/) for acompletelist of optionsabout how to obtain help.

Gender-based and sexual violence

Western iscommitted to reducingincidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing
compassionate support to anyone who hasgone through these traumatic events. If you have
experienced sexua or gender-based violence (either recently or in the past), you will find information
about support servicesfor survivors, including emergency contactsat

https//www.uwo.cal health/ student_support/survivor_support/ get-help.html.

To connect with acase manager or set up an appointment, please contact support @uwo.ca

Accessble Education

Pease contact the courseingtructor if you require lecture or printed material in an alternate format or
if any other arrangements can make this course more accessible to you. You may also wish to contact
Accessible Education at http:// academicsupport.uwo.cal accessible education/index.html if you have
any questionsregarding accommodations.

Learning Development and Success

Counsdllorsat the Learning Development and Success Centre (https//learning.uwo.ca) are ready to
help you improve your learning skills. They offer presentations on srategiesfor improvingtime
management, multiplechoice exam preparation/writing, textbook reading, and more. Individual
support isoffered throughout the Fall/Winter termsin the drop-in Learning Help Centre, and year-
round through individual counselling.



http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
https://registrar.uwo.ca/faculty_academic_counselling.html
https://uwo.ca/health/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
https://learning.uwo.ca/

Course Shedule
Readings TBA.

FALL TERVI

Week 1
1) Friday, September 6: Introduction to the Ancient Greek Religion

Week 2 Greek Religion, Approachesand Origins
2) Monday, September 9

3) Wednesday, September 11

4) Fiday, September 13

Week 3 The Gods

5) Monday, September 16

6) Wednesday, September 18
7) Friday, September 20

Week 4: Sanctuaries

8) Monday, September 23

9) Wednesday, September 25

) Fiday, September 27 (Annotated Bibliography Due)

Week 5: Rituals

1) Monday, September 30: Holiday
12) Wednesday, October 2

B) Fiday, October 4

Week 6: Rituals (cont’d)

) Monday, October 7

15) Wednesday, October 9

¥) Friday, October 1 Midterm 1

FALL READING WEEK (OCTOBER 12-20)
Week 7. Festivalsand Calendars

17) Monday, October 21

1B) Wednesday, October 23

1) Fiday, October 25

Week 8: Life Cycle



20) Monday, October 28: (Chat GPT Assgnment Due)
21) Wednesday, October 30
22) Friday, November 1

Week 9: Death and the Afterlife
23) Monday, November 4

24) Wednesday, November 6
25) Friday, November 8

Week 10: The Polisand Beyond

26) Monday, November 11

27) Wednesday, November 13

28) Friday, November 15: Midterm 2

Week 1t Mystery Cults

29) Monday, November 18

30) Wednesday, November 20

30 Fiday, November 22: Deity DiariesDue

Week 12: Magical Practices
32) Monday, November 25
33) Wednesday, November 27
34) Friday, November 29

Week 13: The Archaeology of Religion

35) Monday, December 2

36) Wednesday, December 4

37) Fiday, December 6: Term Paper Due



